
 

About Ryan and Ian 
Certified Sommeliers, Wine Educators, and Le 
Cordon Bleu-trained Chefs, Ryan Levy and Ian 
Eastveld, are the “Foodie Superduo” behind 
Nice Winery. Their chef-driven wines have been 
lauded in Wine Enthusiast, awarded 94 point 
ratings, gold medals, and are featured on top 
wine lists. When not making their hand-crafted 

wines, they teach about wine and food at their Houston winery and tasting studio. 

Nice Winery 
2019 Ariana – Benefitting OpHeart  
Yakima Valley, WA 

 About the Wine: 
     Ariana is the daughter of our friend and wine club member, Anne Garcia. 
After only 6 weeks of life, Ariana was diagnosed with a life-
threatening congenital heart defect (CHD), the #1 cause of infant death. Ariana 
received the life-saving, open-heart surgery she required, but many infants do 
not.  
     Anne founded OpHeart to help save the lives of CHD babies through 
advocacy and innovative surgeries utilizing 3D printing to create replicas of 
patients’ hearts for pre-surgical planning. Every bottle of Ariana sold will 
benefit OpHeart, and thousands of babies just like her. 
 
Winemaker’s Notes: 
     The Yakima Valley is a special place to grow grapes. Parts of the valley are 
cool and breezy and parts of the valley can get as hot as Texas. This means that 
in a relatively small area, Yakima Valley has a number of micro-climates suited 
to growing many different types of grapes. Aromatic white varietals flourish on 
cooler upper hills. We asked our friend and fellow winemaker, Justin Neufeld, 
to be on the lookout for a special vineyard producing aromatic white grapes, 
particularly Rhone varietals like Grenache Blanc and Viognier. In 2016, Justin 
found the perfect, small family vineyard for our new white wine project. We 
went with him to inspect the vines. That day, the wine that is now known as 
Ariana was conceived.  
     Now, four years later, we are excited to release our third vintage of Ariana. 
The 2019 vintage is 54% Grenache Blanc and 46% Viognier grapes. Both of 
these French grapes are known for their floral aromas, brilliant color, and 
complex flavors.  
     We think Ariana is the best part of summer captured in a glass. One sip and 
all we can think about is the fresh and juicy white peach and tart citrus flavors 
that seem to linger on the tongue forever. The finish is clean and refreshing. 
Enjoy!  
 
Tasting Notes: White Peach. Nectarine. Lime. Golden Delicious Apple. 
Honeysuckle. Gardenia.  
 
Awards: Bronze Medal, (2018 Vintage) 2019 Rodeo Uncorked!  
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo International Wine Competition  
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